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Manufacturing:	
Dead	or	Alive?



Manufacturing	Output

Source:	Federal	Reserve	Bank/MarketWatch



Why	the	bad	reputation?



Manufacturing	Jobs



Reasons	for	Job	Stabilization

• Shorter	Supply	Chains

• Local/Custom	Products

• Workforce	Productivity

• Advanced	
Manufacturing



Reasons	for	Job	Stabilization

• Transportation	hubs

• Strong	consumer	
markets

• Dense	labor	markets

• Major	tech	hubs

• Shorter	Supply	Chains

• Local/Custom	Products

• Workforce	Productivity

• Advanced	
Manufacturing



Cities

Manufacturing



Cities

Manufacturing



Living	Wage?



Living	Wage?
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Sources:	 Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics,	Occupational	 Employment	Statistics,	2014;	MIT	Living	Wage	Calculator	



Manufacturing	Challenges	
in	Cities

• Land	Use	
– High	Costs
– Aging	Infrastructure

• Workforce	Development
– Skills	gap
– Access	to	technology	

• Relationship	Management
– Cities	have	vast,	complex,	hidden	networks

• Contract	manufacturers,	consumer	markets,	government	
agencies





UMA	Strategy

• Make	sure	the	best	ideas	spread
• Highlight	the	sector’s	success	so	resources	are	
directed	accordingly

• Put	our	inclusive	values	into	practice



Local	Branding



Consumer	Education



Public	Education



Interactive	Developments	



Makerspaces and	Contract	
Manufacturing	



Dynamic	Zoning

Source:	Specialty	Food	Association



UMA	includes	

Over	500	members
From	145	cities	in	
30	states	
and	5	countries.




